
 

CLIMATE LITERACY 
The planet's average surface temperature has risen about 1.62 degrees Fahrenheit since the late 19th century 
(NASA). This temperature rise has happened because of an increased release of greenhouse gases through 
the use of fossil fuels. These greenhouse gases trap heat in a necessary phenomenon known as the 
greenhouse effect, and the temperature of the earth increases. Over 97% of climate scientists agree this is 
happening and that it is predominantly human caused. The causes, impacts, and solutions to climate change 
lie in both human and scientific dimensions. Climate change is fundamentally driven by a world based in a 
fossil fuel economy. Climate change impacts all of us, but people of color and low-income communities bear 
a disproportionate share of the costs. 
 
 

FAMILY CONNECTIONS 
 Our K-12 Science Curriculum has a variety of opportunities for MPS students to engage in climate and 

weather related concepts. https://science.mpls.k12.mn.us/curriculum 

 
 For Parents: Climate Change Booklist-  including The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (this book is used 

in the MPS Elementary Science program.)  https://www.climategenth.org/our-core-programs/climate-
change-education/curriculum/humanities-content-for-your-classroom/climate-fiction-and-other-
important-readings-to-support-climate-change-education/  

 
 Climate Kids has images, models, diagrams, information about climate change; also videos and 

activities that can be done at home. https://climatekids.nasa.gov/  

 
 How is climate change impacting island nations and native peoples? Watch Marshallese spoken word 

artist Kathy Jetnil-Kijner perform in Dear Matafele Peinem.  This was shared at the Opening 
Ceremony of the UN Secretary-General's Climate Summit. https://youtu.be/DJuRjy9k7GA 

 
 Watch this poetic expedition to showcase the linkages between two islanders, one from the 

Marshall Islands and one from Kalaallit Nunaat (Greenland), connecting their realities of melting 
glaciers and rising sea levels. Through this video we get a glimpse at how large, and yet so small and 
interdependent our world is. Rise. https://350.org/rise-from-one-island-to-another/ 

 
 How does climate change impact the native people on Isle de Jean Charles?  Watch and be inspired! 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/02/24/us/jean-lafitte-floodwaters.html 
 

 Teaching resources (scroll to bottom of page), videos, demos, experiments (could be done at home) 
https://www.climate.gov/teaching  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Framework and essential principles for formal and informal education about climate change (available in 
Spanish and English) Climate Literacy Framework  
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